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Mary Lapos-Altmiller was a well-liked Westerville
brarian, a wife, mother, benefactor tostray

" her long-ago childhood sweetheart reappeared
and she walked out on her life to marry him. =
In March, he was charged with her murder.

From television footage at the erime scene; Mary's body swas in the car at right.







twis o happer day, a prowd day, @ fime-

nonored rte of prssage in an all-Amei-

can bovs ble, when he's no longer rele
gated to-a guick game of carch in the back-
yarrid at Dad's wehim: the day when a boy i
I:m.ﬂ]v cilel r'll'.ll.:lgh for arganized ball, [n
the summer of 1966, Dave Lapas was ¥
vears old and elymhle for his fres season of
Lattle League. He was eagrer to become a
member of g team with a real coach, 2 real
unifoem and & stick-it-on-the- E—i::lu'u FAme
schedule. He had jumped at the sym-ups
and waited impatiently for the news.

Un an carly-surmmer aftemoon, a gant

of a xid, Clee Bidesnous, mons

tham twiee Drave's aize asd owe r-."|_
vears his elder, walked up to 1
the Laposes' door in Shefficld, 3
jast ourside Lorain. v
Mary Lapos was Dave's old- g
d

er sister, pretry in a plain sort of
way and perpepoally plessant,
oie af edghe kids m che disc-
plined Lapos homme, Cles was
the sonof 2 Licte Leymie coach,
coming 0 mform Dave he'd
been packed to play for Clee's
fathers tearn. Mary answered
the doot.

That chapce  encounter
wold trigmer & 12-year-okd
2irTs fieat crush. The toro hade't
bhieen poquainged before thar,
with Marv attending Catholic
schoal and Cles maing to public
school, But from that moment,
Mary was infatuated. “Clee’s
Tromuse: was abouat a block away
from ours, and she was alwavs volunteer-
ing to push the two vounger sisters around
in the stroller, or de evervthing she could
Lo just kind of come arund and see what
i guys were doing,” Dave remembers
row. His parents, he says, didn't allow
Mary wo date, "But for the next few years,
“I:l.‘ vwas the man m her eve, She called
him her big teddy beus, and she never had
ber eve on anyone elss in Shefficld”

Her brothers may have sometimes
waondered whar their sister so m Clee Bi-
denour As Dave's teammate fwr the next
few vears, Clee eamed a reputation as g
povar spost and a bit of bally, mouthdsg off
o umpires, throwing his gh:l'n:, his bar.
"'l'_leuv.u.-; the far guy evervbidy made fan
of, and then voud man” siys ﬂpw:.-, “He
couldnt cateh us, bt when b gl the op-
poTmInILY 1o soeak up om us or something
wewere cone ke dinrer”

Not that any of her seven brothers and
sisters paid = lor of aftention w Mary's ar-
rraction o Clee. Tt wasn't anything cut of
the ondinary. It wis harmbes,

Chiklhood first beves don't lass, and
Mary's seemed destined 1o e o merc
memary when the LHpEﬂ E].|1'|||1.' mareed 1o
Wiesterville five years kter, Clee and Mary
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went their own ways: buill separate lives,
found other loves, sctrled down with
EpOLSCS and kads. And had the story Em.t,ﬂ,
theere, Mary rghs szill be alive.

Three decades Tter, howeves, Cloz Ri-
denour reentered Mary's e, ﬁndmg hict
with a devoted husband of 15 VEArs, a
bright 10-vesr-old =on, 3 comtrtable bome
ucveess from Hoover Reservoir and a kong-
time: job at the Westerville Public Library,
where she was a popular employer, That
childhood nfatuation was rekimdled, and
a5 the weeks went |:|:.'_ Mlary grew buss in-
terested in her evervday life: She was exas

R —————S——————————————..

brother Joe, who lives in Powell. ] mean,
ahe wus u librarian whe took i sty cars,
She hud 2 caring husband and an adering
som. She wasa't living on the edge. 15yos'd
mezke a list of possahle woetime, shed be a
the baostom.”

As far s any family members knew,
Cloz bad lung beem forgotten. Many's m
fatuation, most |.|n||'l.:|H_1_.' woild have as
sumed, ended when their Bitherwas trans-
ferrex] to n nenw job in Westervills i 1971
Mary ymudusted from Wisterville High
School o veur later, She wocked for the
Westerville Parks and Recreation Depart-

mesit bedefly, and umpired gis’

Clos sight] towers aver tha rest of his Little
Lapgue teammates, including Dave Lapas ifrort row, middia).

ed by the prospect of 8 second chance ot
frrse Joee,

What she got, however, was a quickic
Vegas wedding, an abusive two-year mar-
riage headed toward divoree and, Wlidmate-
Iy, = buller to the head thar epded her lifi
in Murch at age 46,

When Colurmbus police arrested Ride-
nour Mareh 11, he was sitting in the front
geaf of Marv's teal hlws 1953 U]LEI.".- Chva-
lier ourside their Barrington Square apart
ment on Columbies's fr norh side. Wiy
was deml, her body alumped i the back
seat He now awnits an Augst trial for her
marder, IF eoovacted, Ridenaoar, 44, copld
e @ life sentence. His attomey, Dayid
Miehnoff, would not comment for this sory,
e wonld he permit any comtact with his
client.

“If there waus g way to pat the death
penalcy on this, [ weuld've loved 1o, Bt i
doesn't qualifi.” says wssistant prosecuting
attarney Nancy Moore. “T probahly foc] as
serongly abeut this case as amy I've had,*

o one could have predicted such o
iragic I.‘s.tl:‘ir:-:"‘dur'. Lapas, “You mev-
e, ever belicve stuff Tk this could

happen in yoor own family,” svs Marya
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softball games for o weme, Then,
twa vesrs out of high schoal, she
took a b as o Westerville librar-
Bn oo the asboSdsml depar-
mant It was a jobs she wouald hold
frr the next 28 veass, bevaming a
fxture: in & deparment that onee
served primanly the feachers of
Weszerwille with 16 mm flms but
e into e ol the lbriry's hot
spods, with a oollestion. of mome
thun 3000 videocasseties, TV,
audiocassettes, CDs and books an
rape.

She dated 5-|:|||n|dim;'|'_l.r. "4 co-
ple of the teschers whe wrould
vome mto the oy usked her
cut,” savs Dave, whe mow lives in
Mynle Beach, “She even dated 2
couple of my own teachers. T
come home dnd #d be e, ‘Haly
mackerel That's my Enplish teach-
er: Bt nosthing was ever serfons”

Ehe alsy managed 1o see Clee on acca-
sion, "1 hesrd from some of my ssters,
whi kept peetty dose tube on things, that
Mary had a couple of rendeomus with
Clee alier we moved,” says Dave, *She was
A very big Clevelund Indians fan, like we ull
were, And [ heand el mest him up then:
when she'd go to a grme”

The relationship scemed over fir good
in 1979, when Dave invited Clee o his
wedding, and Clee shoved up with bis
new wife, Debra, “Mury obviously didn't
know he'd masried,” sos Duve. “Shed had
a few drinks thar day, and gt in his face,
like. "Whut are yon doing coming tn my
brother's wedding with a witel™ "

Then Marv et Charlie Alemiller,
whnse sister ales wodked at the fibrary.
"We il the proverbial Blind dute” SAYE
Chaslie. *It was noching rervibly sermamtic,
bat we started to kind of hang aroend o
mether after that Tt was really more of a
frendship o start”

But the friendship grew into something
more, and m August 1963, Mary and
Charlic were married, Five vears laber,
their son, Brian, was hom, Thes bowght w
mades: house rom Charie’s parents on
Sunbary Koad across from Hoover Keser-
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woir, where thew'd cocasionally drift along
an their pomroon boat, Charlie was the
protetypicul nice nay, 4 hamd vorker and
deveted hushinsl, while Mary was the
ditiopal housewife, inssling an prepanng
home-cooked meals nightdy and tending
to ironing, dusting amd making the beds.
Meither socehized much, and both wers
atbentrve W Brian, whn developasd men an
honoe-rell stsdent. They had lule debe
and built up & comfortable cushion in sav-
N

Marv was equally devated tm her waork
*That was her second furmily,” says Char-

lie. She was a favorite of some of the -
briary's handicapped patrons, mefuding a
|.|rg1-' 11I.II'I1'I|.‘" nl'-..i."ul' |l '|'|.|'|I'| ok
visit Bronn the Columbuos |_'|||“|-,:,. the us
sigtod-tiving deal commnsty 0 Westes-
ville, *She was the only member of oue de-
paArtment who spobe in sigm well,” save oo-
1.'-'|I!F‘r2|"Fjﬂl'l2|1l|." ﬁnn;. "The'.n- SUETE H RILIm-
'!:"!:'T II|.|:|iJ|.rI:III!'i 'l-'a'lll.l [ e ] = il'l ur||.| .L'ik.ﬂ\.l ﬁlr
her. Bhe was particularly patent with peo-
pie with special needs”

Her ather passion was her cats, She
Ml e beerself, and dested on all of them,
She also volunieered al the Citieens for
Hurmsare Actien animal sheleer, wheee she
and Brisn would clesn cages, change litter
urtd izl the ananals.

1|l'i|"'|. I'.l'llL'd H_l'_] I.IL.I.Er \'h_\l- I1I'II.+I 'i.l'r'!-|
Charlie, "W were VEry Eoe |p.1L|| ale, amil
Mlary was always lwpp:-—:hn: always lad
that smilz, In all the fime [ knew her, Looly
saw hes gt mad twce, and both times it
L L] il1 dl:'J.El:I.‘iE -::J"|:||:r Cals. I:.-.PTII:". [ FETIETTL
beeer, s webuen odus of Gl Sals was inilm::!
baslly, smd [ didm't think woe chould spend
the momen. Bur there was no denying her
wvediem I8 cime fn her cats”

*Che was an u.|'||_r||u'|,r Hilys her YOUnger
aister, Ruth, of Centerbunz—ime of the sis

lers 123 wEIr nld ".|.1r:.-' wrenald FII_'|,5|'| o the
spaller ax she :|rli.".n'||'|he1-:| . catch a
glimpee of Clee. "5he was canng, b car-
ing—caring o Sult”

That bocame cvident when Cles
shiriesd up :-:||r|r||;'n|:.-' in {'Jgust 159058, Ri-
d.-;"n-.:ur. i r|:|_r.-:l.-e‘.rt'|'| TIATSE, hazd |||'|_'i_-pl:4._-|_' a
temporary pasition 2 Biverside Hospital
for inserdos care, and he wasted linde
time: looking up his ald fiame. 1 remember
the day be came m) 51-.*5 '“u',:-'w “Bhe was
vea] excitid. She i e hirn |'|||:_ hug. All of
e rernember owr first lowe”

Soon Howers began o upersis at the b

brary, and Clee was coming by for inch
datcs. “We all weaderad i this woukd leac
to anything, bocause she was so excited,”
siys ong, “she was neally taken with him.
Fu v-u fedt had e Charlie, Wie dorbeed he
:LI.".'«'I

Thew were vght. "My son and [ ke
walks together ater --:h-:u:d. and one dav
he teki me she was on the phone every

*“Ridenour, a registerad
nurse, had accepted a
temporary position at
Riverside Hospital for
in-service care, and he
wasted little time
looking up his old
flame,"

morning, laughing and laughing” suys
Charlie "When she came home thar gighs,
T ashoend her, "What's up” And that's when
alse ol e, fke Seem four of mowrhers= thar
ahe didn’t bove ee anymmore and she loved
him. | didn’t hawe aoy ides

."-larg.' broke the acws w Hany il fueer

Calumbur Kanthly

famdly  memlbers and  fmends  around
Christroas 1958, By Murch 199 when
Mary and Chalse had led for dissolution
she was living with Clee o an apartment
on Colembus's nomhwest gide. It hit the
Baumnily hand. *l dudn't know Clee had
moved o Columbus until oy sister was
moving away from Charlie” savs Dave
"Bhe wrote all the tamily a letter, explain-
ing soanething hke, My Teddy Bear from
30 years ago I come back into my life
This is the guv Mve always wanted. T lost
him before, and now 1 have snother
chance, I'm not going to boee him agais

T TH -+ AS AT

T T I E ]

Mary Lapas-Albirallar (lafi, 5 conserative
Westarsilla libsarian for 28 years, gave up a
imaFrisgn A custady of her som for Clen
Riderinur [alhows), “Ths is the guy Fve abaays
winntad,” ahawirote in s letberfo her-famiby.

*1 et P i barss, danil ngeey | Five another
chansaa. I'm mot gaing 1o lees e sgein,”

Most of our family really liked Charlie, and
they were pretty ||r'5-:'r

Mury dide’t help alleviate anyone’s
COECITIA. :"‘l'. |'|.|.|.|J| ¥ I.':h.d IlLr L= w\-::q.‘n.Erh
abwoar Clocs past pro clalems; ahe seermed. in
fact, drawn to him because of them, His
murriage had erded in 1993, and he had
fowr children of Tis own m Lorain, He
drank a lot, soeoked a lob He liked 1o gun-
bée, and ran wp some big debts he cowldn®
pay, she told her co-mrorkers. He also had
a recond. In 1988, while working for the
postul servee in Lomin, Ridenour was
charged with steling Sodal Security
checke and cashing thern—a lalerul dhangre.
In exchange for hic guilty plea o forgng
the endorsement of a LS, Treasuny check,
Recderal marshals dropped the charge of
theil af ] |:-'_\_-.' a puastal rrnph'q,'ﬁ-. He was
seipteviced 1o b ':.'Eurxlll-[ln thatiom,

“Wheon she told w about his past, we
were all concerned abour s charcter,”
savs i Westervilke Public Library emiployes
whio asked not o ke identibed, “We won-
dered how ]::-u;-; 1l conubed lust. .".']III'_.' Ve
todd us that Clocs mother bhad wamed hes
aboat hime. But she'd ondy seply, 'Ol thar's
il in the past, She kept saving she thoughs
shie comlel |'|'|:||'|I_l;r ki, She szid that may-
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Tree huesid hanve rurned ot better ifabe hadn't
keli him the first time, S50 many people
questioged her decision, but she woulde't
he dissuaded”

But Clee had trfed 1w tern his life
arcuarkl after his cooviction, He enmolled o
Laraim Coumty Community College, and
carned his iwo-yesr asoviate's degree in
rrsing in Maveh 19900 und then =i
menths later passed his Heermsure sxam
with the Ohio Board of Nursmg to be
coane i regisbered mrse

“Musy s Clee 35 the victimized kid
wing was alwayd pickeed on, and she sawr it
a5 her goal to help,” s her brather Joe.
*Clee waz a larger version of her stray
s

Famly members' concerns grew srhen
they leamed-after the fact—that Clee and
Mary had been marred in Las Vems, one
of l{id-:'n:rdl's favorite haumis. They veere
wesd May 4, 19%9-cxactly one week after
Muary and Charlie's dissolution was grant-
ed. 'T|:'|l_ |:||:|nu:r11'||1|:|11 was brief, Whilc
Mary continued w see only the vetimized
kid, ortfers bogan to see the bully.,

Just three months after Mar's mar-
siage, hier parents celebrated their Shth an-
niversary; there wus 3 biy paty at Joo's
houge, Clee dide't show. He ot HpEes,
says Ruth, becsuse Charlic had gotten an
anoivessary cand and given it to Mary o
deliver, “He was very jealous of Charlie
il Brian,” save Huthe "He just dropped
my sister off und told her to find her own
way home”

[3awe, Clee's ald teammete, m}mf him
ut hme and velled ar him. T sl "This is
an mnportant thing for this Gnily, and
vou're supposed 1o be part of it There are
people here who went o meset vou, and [
huven't seen vou for a lorg times, [ was hop-
i 1ex cbrink somie beers with yuit urd |1|n_'g-'
some vislleyhall’ And 1 remember, be just
said, Tve pat beer here! And thats how 1
ended. Lats of oy family alveady resentod
him for breaking wp Mary and Chartie, and
shis didn't help. My parents never forgot it
The rest of us never Segot "

But things only escalated, ax Murv at
teogied to mumtain a relatiomship with
her son, and this, also with Chearlie, [
honastly think she felt sl could sake care
oof b farmilies,” £av'e [ “hnal shes fried

Recuuse Charlie had to be ot wirk very
early, Mary e up every mosnmg smd
drove over o Charlie’s house 1o fix break-
fast for her son ard help him get ready lor
H'!I‘:!H.!- .'Jl.ﬁl:'l'l'l.l:‘-."."au{-ﬂll e buy, she 1.'rr_||_1||:|
soametimes clean up Charlie’s houss, or do
a couple loads of laundry, She cven some-
how comvineal Clee they should move
From their Dublin-ares apartmens to an
apartment  at Darrington  Sguare. near
Sharem Wisls Metro Park, so she counld
b closer o Brane *She did it every mosn-
inguncil the day she died,” savs Futh.

O ETEE T A L [

Mary, in fFamily snapshots. “Shis wis an
angal,” says her younger sistar, Ruth. *Sha
RS CArinG. too caring=—caring to & fault,”

| never saw anybody
as scared as she was

the day we moved her
out,’ says Ruth. ‘We had
the apartment complex
on-site security on alert,
and | was walking
around the apartment
“iha mwhr.f rr

During: Mary's schedubsd visitations,
Brian staved with ber sned Clee. “He knew
what was moing on before anyone,” sns
Chardze. "He saw how Clee velled at hes,
and berated her m front of him, [t got o
the Fl:lil.'ll: whiere f‘.-Tu.Tg.' tnel o schedule
her visitations around the tmes e was
grme. Brizn hated Clos from Day One. He
belictled Brian, bullied hin, just ke be did
Delary, thas 4, 280-pound mean, picking on
A 1 2-year-ald u.nl.:l.a‘.m}' WIHTEAN

Pore storics began Jeaking ount—stories
that prompeed further concern fom her
famdly and coworkers. Clec’s rage was
growing. "He was constantly berating her
apaut what ahe cooked,” silys [3gee, “Wiipd
hesr how he'd theow Bod ut the wall, or
throw it all-food, plates, glasses, poss and
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pans—oat the hack door”

He wus drinking a lot, says Dave, and
constantly jealous of the time blanr spent
with Hrian. Initially she never outwardly
showed any signa of conoern fir her safety,
aiwd often Ph‘_md off the covotional abuase
around others, repenting 7 handhal of by-
nowr Eumiliar phrases like, "He'd never hurt
me,” or, “Ihar’s just Clee”™ Aller w vear of
marrisgre, howerer, the strain was becom-
g painfully chvous, “Mary wasnt Mary
anymore,” swvs Ruch, “She sl had char
smiile, b T could tell things weren't right,
She looked tired. And o could tell she
was Insing weight. You'd hug her and just
I.':‘:'] ‘llE I.'llll'l.ﬂ'i.“

B lasy fall, however, i seemed friends
ared family Gnally had consiinesd her that
Teer attempts to revive a first love had
wimed inte a foll-blown case sedy o do-
meste volemos. Charlie noficed she was
carnving asound a copy of @ book called
Whrn Mey Batser o, She alss besn
attending private therapy scsaions through
her wark's health I?I-'i"-'h as well as amend-
ing a 1.'n"E|.1|:|-|:'||Ju:.-*—11'1-=__|l‘|'ll: support group At
Choicss, & coumselmg center and shelter
for abased women. [t seemed to help. She
b at least oo acknowledge the fact that
the :-e]ul'il,':nship waa troubled.

*Thunksgiving last vear, she spoke to
the four or fve of us there at my mom's
about some of the problems,” save [oc
“Reing typically opinionated, we did our
bess o [isten, kaving alrcady exploited our
prviticn wnd Tl.'ﬂli.Ii.r'.g’ it hadi't worked,
Then Christrnas, they had anather blow-
up. At chat pomt, [ thmk she realized jt was
time 12 go, but she was probahly afraid to
She never really said she was afraid, but
v could st tell because she never reully
]la‘d.:l:'l E:-:pl.mul:lrln farwhy she staved”

Listle more than @ month laer, she'd
hue enough, She called her sster in Cen
terburg, “I was a Friday night, e first
weekend m February, and | was getting
ready bor hed” suys Ruth. *She was very
guict, She said, T just bad an argument
with Clee. Brian was with me, and he was
usirgr all this wulgar langoage in froct of
hir She said she took her keys and purse
and the wikrnoadle mesemle she'd pre-
pared for dinnee and jist lefi. T uskes] her,
"Bo, ure you ready 1o move out? "

Mary said that she was, The oo sisters
organized 4 plan. They mitially considered
maving Mary in with their other cister,
Ligbdie, in Dublin, but Debbae maned 5
dog, and Mary wasnt sure it would et
alumyr with her cars, Charlic then agreed o
allow Mary to retamn, “Where else was she
Eoing to go with fve cuts and teeo rabhbitsi®
he says. “l had the room. She made it very
chear that she wasa't coming hack to me,
and T understond thar, [ told her, Tust get
away Iror the abuse, Do whats bess i
Mary” Brian was really excited”
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they'd once shared.

Rutls et 1'1:|r.\~' the next IMATRING,
while Clee was working, amd the twn s
ters gathored up as many of ber bebmgings
ps they could “I never saw anybody as
scures] a5 she was the day we moved her
fouit,” aave Futh. "We had the apariment
comiples om-site secusly onalert, sma |
was walking around the agastoeent with a
cronwhart

Tt weas o ormence [ fele wes l__l;rli'lg 1o
l.':'li.L.’lF.."i.‘ hiee lale,” EAYE Ruth. "Ml 1t lad - foor
ahouta meath’

Clee stepped up the prossure, cursing
her one moment, plesding with her the
oexl. s s s she ek, that son of a
biteh wenr oilt and il arwsther o=t SAY¥S
Charlie, “Io my view, he knew icowould get
her back. Then he started telling Ter he
witz sick, or dying, and char he wouldn't be
abie o care for that cat, and thar it sould
noed & home. He koew o woukl et o
-

“Bemng a big baby and being abusive
went hansd m hand with him,” EavE D,

Polics alleqge Cles urlnur shuot his estrangad wile inaide this Barrington Square apartmaent

*He'd treat hier Bke bl and then hr::'-'_lrn-e;'
the biz teddy bear And slie was o aicker
for that

Pesitee sy Ridenour began leaving vul-
gar, and cocssionally threatening, phone
messaged and e-mudls, legh out her weork
and at Charlies heouse and :'r‘[ur:.-"x o
workers st the library began o gel oerv-
ous. “He'dl call here svery day, constantly
mead, Purious,” savs one library emplovee
wh asked 10 rermaim anonymens, “Frank-
ly, [ vas afraid to wiodk nights with Mary. 1
was afruxd he'd come in here. 1 talked o
iy spervisor ahout it We nocified Weat-
erville police to hegin Iooking out for his
OrAng: trucke. Police also hrhwn ﬁn:_\;:r,iﬂE
MEI'_'-' aar o her car alier work, Bt she
bl men fesar, Shee' e, “This en't necasary.
He wouldn't hort me’ ™

Clee iled for dvnree Feb, 22, although
socording to prosecutor Maney Moore, it
ws just another game. "He und ot she
was going to fike and bear her o i,” Moone
says. Has complaint claimed he'd been a

“gocd and dutibal hosund® and that Mlamy
had been “guilty of gross neglect of duty,”
umtl “extreme craglty towsards Uhe Plaintif™
It alser wus acoompanied by a mation for a
restraining order thar stated, among other
H:li.l:lgﬂ. *The Pladmizll 15 fearful thar unless
restrained and enjoined by Uns Court the
Deferndant may asssuls, srike, lay hamds
on, haruss, anrey, interfere with, hann o
otherwise threaten in soms manner, cithes
at place of residence o place of eanpliny
ment or elsewhere”

Mary filed a one-page counterdaim
March 1, withmit an accompanving re-
quest for & restraining order, "4 mestraining
order i3 almoat de ri|.-|1.|.n:'l.|r m -:|.il.-|'|n'|_-- CHEES,
ewen if there is no threar of vielence, just tn
[resee the assets” savs Mary's atlosney,
Rick Innis. *T alwuys fle one undess the
clicar instructs me aot to,” Mary asked him
T 1o

she alio continued o see Cles frec
quently, despite his motion, und despize
the cautions of her co-workers. Tt was so
hard to wuzch this person seli-destruct be-
fore iy eyes, ansd there was nothing any-
one could do” osaps the lbraran, ]
themght, She might as well just go back 1o
hiers, because thar's the road sbe's ming
down ™

The temision between Clee and Charlic
also bepan to mount. *He woukl call aver
ansl harase me every chance b pmoe," ss
Aleenaller, Om thes night of Feb. 25, Charlie
aays he got 30 w 40 calls-all hang-aps—be-
tween about 5 and T pen "1 koew it was
hem, so 1 started o star-57 them, which
will put a trace nn the call chrovgh the
phoe company,” Altmiller savs “To et
results of the trace, vou have to nsake o po-
[ise TeqENE, Enldad”

Westerville T4, Tracey Myers verified
the tolephane hansmsment report smed ssid
the trace indicated the calls cune from
Clees apartment. “We contactod Me All-
iniller hack und nsked him if ke wanted to
preas churges,” says Myers, “He said he did
not. He anly ashed that Me Ridenwoar be
natified and told thet i the calls contimes],
he would consider filing charges”

O Friday, March ¥, there was more
troulle. Cles stopped over at Chardic's
hotse to pick wp Mary, "He had thar car
and they wese going bo ke it some-
where,” save Aftmiller. When they re
turned, Charis was working in the oot
yurl As Mary poc our of che vuck and
wend min the hoose, Cler stepped out of
the tuck. *He cune around che froot of
the track and sxid, “You ;'nlr.':llrm-.':hi.'lg o
weant toosay o me, motherfocker” That's
whiem | ot 4 mood, and said, “Yesh, pet the
fick off my property,  saps Almiller.
“This gus loves 1 czs, and that's when he
started in with calling soe pussy’ and all
thar kird of stuff. Then he started to come
trweaTed e
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WENS-TV footage of police invastigating
tha misrder acene (shove|, and eseorting s
handcufed Clee Ridenour to tha palice
Elatian [rightl.

Altmiller says he'd been expecting just
sich a confrontation, and had armed him-
self in preparstion. I pulled it ot and lev
cled it at him,” says Charlie. *T'm 5-5, 150,
He's 64, 280 It's my property. [Cs oo
haouse, I've pot sy son inside, He got in his
track and left”

Mewre than an hour bxtes, howsver, Clos
showed up at the Westerville police stution
to file & complam: of aggravated menue
ing. Folice took the statement from Ride-
eiwar, and called Charse ru;|||-.=:g.1'irg' state-
ments from him and Mary, Mary filed her
repost the next evening, while Charhe
stopped into the staton Sunday to give his
side: of the story. “Tt seemned like mose of 2
difference ‘.'\-'l-|::\-|_:Ii.nil:||.'|,r Aays ?'r‘[}'t'rs-. “I hese
things lsappem all the time, whers one par-
ty is angered, and there's pome telephone
harassment, then the other fles & com-
plaint o retaliation, saving he was threas-
encd. We refermad Mr, Ridenoar o Frank-
in County prosecutors, just to see if he'd
still be a5 motivater tn file charges in a
conaplde of davs, But we also distributed an
internal intelligence report to mir person-
nel, letting them know thar thes was s po-
tential het spot. When the fun Came o,
the red Bags wentup?

Clee spent the weekend in Lorain, vis-
fting hax children at the home of his m-
wite, Debma She larer sold Lovam i,
“Ulee appeared e be upset due t the i
dent with Alwemiller [sic]” He told her,
T'm going to show her what it feels like to
get a gun pulled on vow” The repar: stares,
“Diebra attesnpte] totalk him owt a5t and
nefieved that be wauld not try to do asy-
thing” Clee left his ex-wife's house abour
1224} pon Sumday, the repact says, and be-
gan consurmimg alcohol and becoming in
bosicared oo his way back to Columbes,

That entire week, he'd complained to
Mury ahout not feeling well, and despite
the altercation on Friday, sheld made Clee

i1

:
i
:
;
3

& pot of clicken soup thar weckend. She
worked fom 1w 5 pm Sunday, and ap-
parently knew Clee would be returning
fraan Lamain that evendng, for she tald co-
workers she was going home afier work to
get the songrand fake it over 1o hine

Ar 6:30 prm, Thebra told Logain police
she received a teleshone eall from Clee,
Aveonding to the police report, “He began
sambling on, staring. ‘I shet her. ., T shot
hes!' over and over for applc-xunuu_-l:, 10
minites” Five mimstes later, Clee called
Debra again with a macabee queny: how to
gt blood out of carpeting

Dighera teen immediately called the Lo
rain police o well them of the toubling
prome call She also guve thermn Clee's ad-
dresss, which & Lorain dispatcher prompely
forwandes] to the Columbus police. Clee's
davglicer then called her facher back asd
told him they'd called the police, He said
he omby wanred to talk 1o Debra When
she picked up the phone, he told Ter, 1
swear .. Lihot her, she's Iving dead on my
flmar™

The: call to palice came oo late Co-
lurnbus police arrived ar Ridenour's Bar-
vington Square address to find Chee sitting
in the front sest of Manv's car, in a carport,
with Marny's body o the back seqt “There
wizs i atemnpt made to coacenl her,” EAVE
Columbus homicide detective William
Cillesre. *I was presty obwiows when offi-
cers walked wp o kim”

Joz saye police recovered twn guns, a
lurgre armeant of ammunition and 8 san
gun. Police would confim anly that a



i lansdenm haed heen used to commic
the murder.

Fatrol alficers ook Ridennur dosm-
towm, where Cillette atempled o dnter
ey him, Hee wouldn 't talke The ielevision
rews stations broadeast the sietehy details
ol thie crrme that evening, though without
A victim's mame Thase watching whe
knew Mary didi't need any additonal m
farmation,

Charlie wae already in bed when the
shone g It was Lomis Lapos, Mane's
dad. 1 arswered the phome and he just
zaid, “He killed e It threve me of, amo |
saidd, “What are vou ralking shout? And he
sl Clee-he killed Mary' [ could hear
Mary's mom in the hackground, just vail-
ing and 1'.-:]Ji_|'.|::. That's how Mory's par-
ents had to Ond owt—bw seeing it an the
news. Police hadn't notified aoyone he
cause the jerk wasn® giving out anoy
Names

Charlie woke fus 12-year-oli son and
tnld him his mother was desd “1 don'
think either one of us went o bed thue

“According to the police
report, ‘He began rambling
on, stating, “l shot her. . . .
| shot her!™ over and over
for approximately 10
minutes.’ Five minutes
later, Clee called Debra
again with a macabre
query: how to get blood out
of carpeting.’

migght,” he saps, “Brian and [ jusr sar there.
[t was like o dream—its noc toe, We vrere
in shock We didot crv bl the next
rcming”

“It st dide’t fit; this Y5-pound person
with a personality of a quesn wich chis §-5,
20M-pounder who was the hipgest bruse
ot theve” sayvs Buthe "She couldn't give
up. [ think she was oying to achseve sone
chwure. She wanted to make good on
something that couldn't be made good,
She got twisted in chis hide web and
couldn’t break loose™ W

Fordrerypt Ul Redewonr soses Puved et
faa el o o Frranibine Cimenity fordd @ovmtonin
Mey 17 Covower Bradey Feewr sand e aawre
af dverth Tonr & st et attocd nelime

T corgwary artery ieare, Ed Musgan af the
_IE'P'I:I\.'-‘\-':'!I'I'J':' ﬂ_._"-?:"‘" rasy the -'-'.'-'-"l'fc?:'."I':H:"El!'ﬁkl';'.'lﬂ:':'
stecieareal ol frnreqen, waainy
vt Tl dr, avel fakent off e dckiet,

Ene Lpthe iz & staf writar for Columbus
Mlonthiky

CARLILE PATCHEN ¢ MURPHY LLP
Attorneys at Law
Lhodlers _ *'-'H.*'J [ f&-sfemm.:'ng and Insight

Lawyer Profile:
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Where is your homatown? Sheloy, Clio,

What's your area of practice? Lingaoon, Employment Law and NWhite Colla
Criminz] Dlefense.

How lang have you been a laveyer? 27 Ve,
What do you do when you're not practicing law? Play poll, work with Bar
Associanions 1o improve the protession, Follow palinical issues

If you weren’t an attorney, vou'd be ... A goooraphy prolesor. The affecr of
places and geopraphy on Listery and evens has abaavs Fscinated me

W would you mast like to meat? Winsoon Chwchill,

CARLILE PATCHEN & MURPHY

Alorncys ai Law

Wish I'd said: . _to oy braler in 1978,

“Buy Micrasafr,”

What do you value maost in your lifa? Time with
my wite and kids

What ane thing should we all know abiout law?
."'-|'.'I-:!'.Ig|'| 1T AL TS SCCnnd s, there 15 |n|;|r and
rekson to most every legal decision

What is your motte? You can make 2 difference,
Why Carlile Patchen & Murphy LLP? Ye care abaur
what we die, and ir shows in e |.||_u|||.:.' if our
work and by the way we represent our clisnis,

Sangr [RG7
366 Eaar Browd Swect
Caolombus, Ofdo 45215
Phone G4 _XEGA15%
Fax GL4. 22000216
waw.cpm lavwrcom
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